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HOMESWEST HOUSING - STATISTICS 

4313. Hon Anthony Fels to the Minister representing the Minister for Housing and Works 

For each of the years 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 -  

(1) How many people applied for Homeswest housing within the Perth metropolitan area (by suburb)? 

(2) How many people applied for Homeswest housing outside the metropolitan area (by town)? 

(3) What was the average wait time for housing within the metropolitan area (by suburb)? 

(4) What is the average wait time for housing outside the metropolitan area (by town)? 

(5) What was the longest wait time for housing within the metropolitan area (by suburb)? 

(6) What is the average wait time for housing outside the metropolitan area (by town)? 

(7) How many people were unable to be housed within the metropolitan area (by suburb)? 

(8) How many people were unable to be housed outside the metropolitan area (by town)? 

(9) What rent is charged for the following homes within the metropolitan area (by suburb) -  

(a) one bedroom; 

(b) two bedroom; 

(c) three bedroom; 

(d) four bedroom; and 

(e) five bedroom homes? 

(10) What rent is charged for the following homes outside the metropolitan area (by town) -  

(a) one bedroom; 

(b) two bedroom; 

(c) three bedroom; 

(d) four bedroom; and 

(e) five bedroom? 

(11) What rent is charged for the following apartments within the metropolitan area (by suburb) -  

(a) one bedroom; 

(b) two bedroom; and 

(c) three bedroom? 

(12) What rent is charged for the following apartments outside the metropolitan area (by town) -  

(a) one bedroom; 

(b) two bedroom; and 

(c) three bedroom? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 

1-8 Western Australia’s unprecedented housing market conditions particularly high private rents and low 
vacancy rates have increased the demand for public and affordable private rental housing. 

The State Government has an ongoing capital works program to buy and build new public housing 
properties. The focus has been on improving the quality, type and location of public housing. There has 
been a significant replacement program to turnover unsuitable public housing stock, which has been 
replaced with more appropriate stock. Through programs like New Living, old style public housing 
suburbs have been transformed and home ownership opportunities created. Since July 2001:  

• 1,936properties have been refurbished for public rental housing;  

• 1,904refurbished properties have been sold under the program throughout the State, and 

• some 766vacant lots have also been sold. 

Suburbs like Karawara, Kwinana, Langford, Coolbellup, Koongamia, and Midvale have been 
transformed and investment continues in the "New North" (Balga, Koondoola, Girrawheen, 
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Westminster), "Phoenix Rise" at Hamilton Hill, "Quattro" in Queens Park and the South Hedland New 
Living projects. 

The inadequate levels of Commonwealth Rent Assistance have also increased the demand for public 
housing. The paltry level of Commonwealth Rental Assistance, which has failed to keep pace with 
increasing private rents, is making private rentals an unaffordable housing option for many West 
Australians and increasing their dependence on public housing. Since June 2001, the median rent has 
increased by 60 per cent, while between 2000-01 and 2005-06 Commonwealth Rent Assistance has 
lagged behind and increased by just 4.6 per cent. 

To assist private renters, the State Government continues to offer Bond Assistance Loans and has 
abolished option fees. 

Due to Western Australia's unprecedented housing market conditions, people are increasingly staying in 
public housing longer rather than transferring to other housing options. Turnover of the Department's 
properties is declining as tenants remain longer in public housing.  

The State Government is also committed to making home ownership more attainable and affordable. 
More than 1, 000 people are no longer public housing tenants having bought their own home, which 
was generally their long-term public housing rental property or another public housing property and the 
purchase was often underpinned by shared equity support through the Goodstart scheme. The 
Government recently launched the First Start initiative which will support 3, 000 West Australian 
families to realise their dream of home ownership. 

Applicants apply for zones as opposed to suburbs or towns.  Zones include a range of suburbs within 
the zone boundary. For example, the North Coastal zone includes the following suburbs: Alkimos, 
Ashby, Banksia Grove, Beldon, Burns, Butler, Carabooda, Carramar, Clarkson, Connolly, Craigie, 
Currambine, Darch, Doubleview, Duncraig, Edgewater, Eglinton, Gnangara, Gwelup, Hamersley, 
Heathridge, Hillarys, Hocking, Iluka, Innaloo, Jandabup, Jindalee, Joondalup, Kallaroo, Karrinyup, 
Kingsley, Kinross, Landsdale, Madeley, Mariginiup, Marmion, Merriwa, Mindarie, Mullaloo, 
Neerabup, North Beach, North Coastal, Nowergup, Ocean Reef, Padbury, Pearsall, Quinns Rocks, 
Ridgewood, Scarborough, Sinagra, Sorrento, Stirling, Tamala Park, Tapping, Trigg, Two Rocks, 
Wangara, Wanneroo, Waterman, Woodvale, and Yanchep. The Albany zone includes the following 
suburbs Albany, Albany City, Albany North, Bayonet Head, Big Grove, Centennial Park, Collingwood 
Heights, Collingwood Park, Cuthbert, Elleker, Emu Point, Fitzgerald, Fitzgerald River, Frenchman Bay, 
Gairdner, Gledhow, Green Range, Kalgan, Lange, Little Grove, Lockyer, Lower King, Manypeaks, 
Mckail, Middleton Beach, Milpara, Mira Mar, Mount Clarence, Mount Elphinstone, Mount Melville, 
Needilup, Orana, Port Albany, Redmond, Robinson, Seppings, South Stirling, Spencer Park, Stirling 
Range National Park, Torbay, Walmsley, Warrenup, Wellstead, Yakamia, and Youngs Siding. 
Attachment One contains information on Applicants by Financial Year within their preferred zone. 

Attachments Two and Three contain information on wait times. It should be noted that depending upon 
the applicant's preference and the properties available, a person may be able to be housed immediately. 
The Report on Government Services found that Western Australia's turnaround time, which is the 
average time taken for occupancy of available rental stock to rent is the lowest national turnaround 
times.  

Attachment Four denotes applicants less occupations.  [See paper 2399.] 

9-12 No household pays more than 25% of gross assessable income in rent. 
 


